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through letters and phone calls and
emails and thousands of one-on-one
conversations throughout the greater
Waterbury area, they have been able to
gather over 300 signatures on the peti-
tion that I am holding right here ex-
pressing why they believe that this
Congress has to start paying attention
to the very real economic pressures
that seniors in this economy and in
this country are facing and why, in
particular, we need to step up to the
plate and do the right thing for seniors
who are about to face a zero percent in-
crease on Social Security in this coun-
try.
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Madam Speaker, I'm here to bring
these petitions to my colleagues be-
cause I couldn’t agree with them more.

This economic downturn has hit all
of us, but it has hit seniors in par-
ticular. Just like many Americans,
they have mortgages to pay, they’ve
got car payments to make, and they’ve
got grocery bills to pay. But unlike
many Americans, they also face dis-
proportionately high health care costs,
unusually high prescription-drug costs,
and multiple bills that seem only to be
rising. Put that together with de-
creased retirement funds, and seniors
are facing a particularly tough fore-
cast.

Now over the past year, this Congress
has tried to take some steps to pull
this economy up from the depths of the
recession. We’ve acted to make sure
that our financial system didn’t col-
lapse. We’ve moved quickly to make
critical investments in our economy to
help it recover. We’re working now to
try to make this health care system
work for both our customers, our pa-
tients and also for our economy. But in
all of this, we have to remember that
seniors throughout this country face
economic challenges that are unique
only to them, and as we continue to
work on getting our entire economy to
recover, we have to remember that we
have to specifically target seniors,
most of which are living on fixed in-
comes today.

Now the impetus behind these peti-
tions is a very real sense from the sen-
ior citizens in my district, which I
think is reflective of a feeling across
this country, that over the past decade
or so, they’ve watched Washington dole
out special favors to the insurance
companies, to the drug companies, to
the oil companies and to the banks.
And they’re wondering where the help
is for them. And in the middle of this
tough economic recession, just when
they’re waiting for the help to come to
them, they get some of the worst news
of all, that they will be receiving a zero
percent increase in their Social Secu-
rity check.

Now that’s why we need to listen to
the people who have signed these peti-
tions, because this number is 3,000 in
Waterbury, Connecticut, but it would
be millions across the country of sen-
iors who want to know why a formula
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designed to reflect the true cost of liv-
ing increases for them gives them a
zero percent increase when they know
that their costs are increasing on a
regular basis, and why they can’t get
Congress to step up to the plate and
help them when it seems like over the
past decade, a lot of other people with
a lot more influence and a lot more
power than them have been helped.

So I'm here to deliver these petitions
and to say ‘‘thank you” to people like
Lucille Keating, Jeannine Laliberte,
Lorraine Johnston and Lida Keroski,
who put these together, and assure
them not only do I agree with the sen-
timent they and so many Americans
have brought to this House, but that I
believe we are going to take seriously
the notion that in this very difficult
economy we need to step up to the
plate and do the right thing for seniors
in this country.

———
HALLOWEEN HEALTH CARE

Mr. POE of Texas. Madam Speaker,
the Senate’s Halloween health care bill
seeped out of the dark dungeons of the
Capitol Building today. News reports
say it’s 1,600 pages long. Why is legisla-
tion drafted in the secret, dark caverns
of the Capitol, where the trolls roam at
night, void of public view? Is it so
scary the healthcrats don’t want us to
know what’s in it?

We need to know exactly what’s in
these bills and how much they really
cost before we vote on anything. And
why is there such a rush to pass a bill
anyway? Maybe they have frightening
parts that no one will see if quickly
passed. One scary part is the govern-
ment wanting American money now.
You see, new taxes take effect imme-
diately, but the legislation won’t be in
operation until 2013. That’s right.
American taxpayers pay 3 years of new
taxes on a deal that doesn’t take effect
for 3 years. Now isn’t that scary?

And what is the goal of this govern-
ment bill? If the goal is to provide uni-
versal health care for everyone, the bill
is a failure. The President told us there
are 30 million uninsured. The Congres-
sional Budget Office said the latest and
greatest bill still will leave 25 million
uninsured. So we’re letting the govern-
ment take over health care just to add
5 million people to the government sys-
tem. It would be cheaper just to buy
them all health insurance and then re-
quire proof of citizenship to get insur-
ance rather than spend trillions and let
Uncle Sam take care of us all.

If the goal of the Halloween health
care bill is to provide better quality
care, the bill is a failure. Just look at
the way the government runs the In-
dian universal health care system. The
government has been committing med-
ical malpractice against the Indians
for decades. If the goal is to make
health care cheaper, the bill fails
again. The bill will cost over $1 trillion
just to set it up. And the idea that gov-
ernment can run an entire health care
system cheaper than the private sector
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is a myth. The only way that govern-
ment can do it cheaper is to drastically
cut services to patients, ration care or
both.

Madam Speaker, has there ever been
a government program that costs less
than projected? I don’t think that has
happened in the history of the Repub-
lic.

If the goal is to make government-
run Halloween health care more effi-
cient, the bill fails once more. The gov-
ernment is almost always more ineffi-
cient because it has no competition,
has no accountability, and when it runs
out of money, it just spends more
money and taxes the taxpayer.

However, if the real goal of this legis-
lation is to have government take con-
trol of our health care, the bill is a
total success.

The Halloween health care nightmare
on Capitol Hill is this specific provi-
sion—government takeover of health
care. So rather than let the govern-
ment take care of us all, Congress
should reform specific problems under
our current system. Allow insurance to
be purchased across State lines, pro-
vide for a safety net for catastrophic
injury or illness, have a method to
allow people with preexisting condi-
tions to obtain insurance, allow for
health savings accounts so people can
take care of themselves and get a tax
break, provide tax incentives and tax
breaks for businesses who take care of
their employees rather than more
taxes on small businesses, which taxes
them to death, and eliminate the fraud,
waste and abuse in the Medicaid sys-
tem.

And, Madam Speaker, there are
many other specific things Congress
should do. But turning over America’s
health to the Federal Government is
unhealthy for the American people.
Such an idea is truly a Halloween
nightmare and a trick on the American
people.

And that’s just the way it is.

———

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Oregon (Mr. DEFAZIO) is
recognized for 5 minutes.

(Mr. DEFAZIO addressed the House.
His remarks will appear hereafter in
the Extensions of Remarks.)

————
U.S. DEFICIT BIGGEST SINCE 1945

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr.
JONES) is recognized for 5 minutes.

Mr. JONES. Madam Speaker, I would
like to share with the House tonight
some writings from the October 16,
2009, CNNMoney.com. The title is,
“U.S. Deficit Biggest Since 1945.”

“The Obama administration on Fri-
day said the government ran a $1.42
trillion deficit in fiscal year 2009. That
made it the worst year on record since
World War II, according to data from
the Treasury and the White House Of-
fice of Management and Budget. Tax



		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-05-12T14:43:19-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




